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SINFONIA RESURRECTIONIS (1981) by Vaclav NELHYBEL (1919-1996)

Although the title might suggest otherwise, this work was not meant to present any programmatic content.

Structurally, the composition represents a continuous struggle between turbulent chromatic complexity
and diatonic-modal clarity.

In the first 201 measures, the melodic-chromatic element is in constant conflict with the chordal-triadic
structures.

In measures 202-222, the chromatic and the modal-diatonic elements are for the first time merging into
one structure. The melody is diatonic-modal, while the bass line is freely panchromatic.

Beginning with measure 224, the confrontation between the diatonic and chromatic elements continues,
with the diatonic element emerging more prominently.

In measure 445 begins a canon (18 entries) of the twelve-tone ( panchromatic) melody. This creates a
chromatically saturated background, into which enters, in measure 466, the modal theme (in the 1% Horn).
A further expansion of the modal element leads into a new section beginning in measure 506, in wich the
diatonic element, played by the full brass, becomes dominant, while woodwinds add intensity through the
use of chomatic elements in wide choral settings.

Finally, in measure 548, the chromatic twelve-tone series emerges tranformed into a serene chorale
(played by English Horn and Clarinets), with a jubilant final cadence in the dominant-tonic in C major at

the conclusion of the work.

Vaclav NELHYBEL

Programme note by Vaclav BLAHUBEK

Pre-recorded track I includes nine melodic voices bells, The main theme of four bells tones (B-C-Bb-A)
15 being repeated many times in track II (measure 66) and at the conclusion of the compostion (m. 418)
and in the fugue from m. 446. This theme ties the entire piece together.

Track IT quotes the old O™ century Czech chant ,, Hospodine pomiluj ny ™ in thythmic counterpoint with
the live sound of the performing band.

Track III leaves the old bells sounds. A short live chant follows and a final C-Major section completes
the work.

The solo Alto Flute has to be amplified.

During a live performance of the Sinfonia Resurrectionis, an assistant conductor is needed for switching
on/off the tracks according to the score.
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