Note to the conductor

This concert-style overture is written in the form of a metamorphosic

ballad (a constantly varying sequal), based on motives, and from these motives derived
chords, as presented in the first eighteen bars. The free-like character of this form
provides a suggestive tendency of moods, which is all the more emphasized by the title:
Skazka'.

The composer does not hand a particular fairytale (this is up to the imagination of
every individual person in the audience and the orchestra), but referrs to the ancient and
well-preserved Russian tradition of storytelling as such, here reflected in the archaic
melodic bows that give structure to this symphonic poem throughout.

In order to bring out the full intensity of the music and thereby do
justice to the title, it is suggested that the conductor takes liberty to let the music dictate
tempi, phrasing and articulation, rather than restrict himself or the orchestra to the
indications given. Tempi, phrasing and articulation as given in the score are to be treated
as a fairly ‘rough’ indication of the composer’s suggestion for the interpretation of each
particular segment, but give in their way every room for a personal view of the conductor
or valuable suggestions by the members of the orchestra.

It is nevertheless of considerable importance that the syncopating accents (espe-
cially prominent in the percussionsection) are to be carefully considered and well brought
out.

The composition’s structure should build up to the climax at the near
end (starting at bar 164: the unison statement of the initial, main motive and subsequently
the ‘Majestic’ movement, preferably slightly slower than the ‘“Tempo I’). This ‘grand
finale’ should be played with much grandeur (make sure, that the high level volume does
not destroy musical expression!).

Another clamactic moment that should be well brought out is found at the section
marked ‘Broadly’, which equals the ‘Tempo I’, previewing the final climax.

Yet make sure that this ‘subclimax’ should build up tension, rather than discharging
it, and is therefor secondary to the final relieve.

' Skarzka = Russian for ‘Story, tale, fairytale’ .



Please note that the mallet percussion-part (which can be executed by
one player) is marked as ‘optional’® . This goes to indicate that the part as a whole is
optional: either Glockenspiel, Xylophone and Tubular Bells are to be played or neither of
them. The deliberate instrumental colouring of the work does not allow the use of
singular mallet percussion-imstruments.

Needless to say that the composer prefers inclusion of the mallet percussion-part.

Since this piece has been deliberately written for orchestras of less
advanced technique® and these orchestras often lack a full instrumentation, the instru-
mentation has been adapted for performances by ‘incomplete’ orchestras,

This means that Bassoon, E-flat Clarinet, Baritone Saxophone and Mallet Per-
cussion, if not available, can be left out without seriously damaging the vertical structure
of the work. All other instruments are obligat.

Dedicated to Marie-Laure,
as a token of sincere friendship,

J.M.S.

% The part is marked optional to meet orchestras that lack any of the instruments or the suitable
player for them,

* Grade 2-3 on a scale of one 10 six [gradation as suggested by ‘Band Music Guide’, publ. The
Instrumentalist Publishing Co., Northfield, Ill., U.S.A\].
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