DE HEKSENKETEL (THE WITCHES -CAULDRON)

Intruduction by the composer

De Heksenketel (The Witches- Cauldron) 1s as it were 4 counterpart ol a piece culled A Night on Culbin Sands, wrillen i lew vears earlier. In both compositions literature about magic and
witcheraft have heen an important source of inspiration. Tn A Nighi o Calbin Sands this source is the one act play Cullin Saaeds by the British playwright Gorden Botomley. Tn De Heksenketel,
it is Shalkespeare’s Macheil.

A guote from Bottomley's Cedbin Sands:
Have there not been witches in Auldearn
Since those weho prophesied King Duncen’s death

On Hardmuir vonder to his marderer?

‘This is in [act a direct relerence (o the three wilches that appear in Shakespeare’s Macbheih. In the lourlh Act, Scéne 1, of this play, Lhese wilches are busying (hemselves brewing a magic potion
in a cauldron. While daing so, they sing the following song:

FIRST WITCH Rownd aboit the canfdron go: THIRD WITCH Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf.
Int the poisoned entrails thraw: Witel's mummy, maw and galf
Toad, that under cold stone Of the raviped sali-sea shark.
Davs and iights has thirtv-aite. Root of hemlock digged I' the dark,
Sweltered veaom, sleeping got. Liver of biaspheming Jew,
Boif thou in th’ enchanted pot. Gall of goat and slips of vew
Slivered in the moon's eclipse,
ALL THREE Double. dowbie. toil and trouble; Nose of Turk and Tartur's lips,
Fire bura and cauldron bubble. Finger of birth-serangled babe
Ditch-delivered by a drab,
SECONI WITCH Fillet of a fenmy snake Muke the gruel thick and stub.
I the canldron boil and bake; Add thereto a tiger's chaudron
Fye of newt and toe of frog, For the ingredients of vur conldron.
Wool of bar and tongue of dog,
Adder's fork and blind-worm's siing, ALLTHREE Dowuble, double, il and rrouble;
Lizard's teg and howlet's wing. Five b ond canfdron bubble,

For a charm af powerfil trouble,
Like a hell-broth boil und bubble.

ALL TITIREFE Nouwble, double, tail and rrauble;
Fire bury aird canddron bubble,

This song determines the structure of the whole composition. At first, an introduction of some four minutes length serves to evoke an atmosphere of eeriness. and to portray the cvil and violent
characters ol the thvee wilchies. (The opening bars correspond with Shakespeare™s stage direction "Flinmder’.) Then Lhe actual brewing ol the magic potion begins (at rehearsal number 8.) From
hereon, the music [ollows the structure of the song, with its allemation of sianza’s and refrain, The last, and lengthiest, stanza has been wransformed inte music with a development chuaracter
tnurber 28), The picoe gradually gers wilder and wilder, as the liguid in the cauldron starts to bubble and steam ever more, 1t ends with a samber climax: the horrific potion is ready at last,

Originally composed for fanfare orchestra, fe feksenkeie! was recently rewritten for standard wind band. This version was commissioned by the Féirderverein des Svmphouischen
Blasorchesters der Hochsehule jiir Musik Nisrnbery, and has been dedicated to Sef Pijpers sr., the Nestor of Dutch wind music, to wham | owce a lot. In fact, the picce can be scen as a prologue
10 a lurgre project | Tave now embaked apon a [ull scale Maeherf ballel for wind orchestra.

Alexander Comitas, March 2003
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