Fort Canning Park Birds

Jor live songhird, Flute, Erhu (ad lib. Violin),

Cello and chamber music group

Hardy MERTENS

Based on a poem by Weifen LEONG

Dedicated to Amalia TORTAJADA



Note to the conductor

Singapore's beautiful Fort Canning Park hosts
four species of birds; the black-naped oriole,
the collared kingfisher, the coppersmith barbet
and the yellow-vented bulbul.

Their singing inspired me to write this music,
dedicated to the great Amalia Tortajada.
Neither of them are famous songbirds,

but together they create a marvellous everyday
symphony.

The opening chords represent the experience of
entering Fort Canning Park; climbing the stairs,
leaving all traffic noises behind, entering the
magical world of tropical birdlife.

Fort Canning Park reveals itself as a worldwide
symbol of relaxation, meditation and inspiration.
Also to my beloved friend Leong Weifen,

who painted this miracle of nature in her poem.

The example Fort Canning Park sets worldwide,
is brought to attention by the songbird on stage.
Luckily we can still enjoy songbirds in many
countries on our precious planet.

Therefore the choice of this delicate singer is
free to the conductor.

A winged habitant of any area where this music
is performed, would be warmly welcomed.

May the duets between songbird and flute player
lead to the deepest respect for birdlife worldwide.
Should our feathered friend decide to remain silent,
then its visual presence will still not fail to make
an impression.

It is highly recommended however to rehearse in
the presence of the songbird as many times as
possible.

Please perform this music as an opening piece

for the first or second half of your concert.

The songbird has to be on stage before the
musicians and the audience enter the hall.
Gradually adapting to the situation will stimulate
the songbird's natural behaviour.

Its singing before the sound of the opening chords
could very well be the best omen for a wonderful
performance.



Fort Canning Park Birds

by Weifen LEONG

Sing little birds, sing!
Chirping, at the light of dawn,
twilight and my dreams

You are the Symphony of joy

You are the Symphony of freedom
You create the Symphony of peace
and harmony

Fly little birds, fly!
Fly beyond the edge,
to reach your wildest dreams

Soar high!

And above your mighty wings
For there is no end

to the sky of your creation free...



Fort Canning Park Birds

Duration: appr. 12:00 Hardy MERTENS
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