INTRODUCTION

According to the Book of Splendour (Sepher Zohar), a 12" century Jewish-cabbalistic writing, God created the {irst man frem the dust of the ground,
atter his androgyne image and likeness. Later he separated both halves into a in a male and a female form. The man was called Adam. the woman
Lilith.

Lilith wanted e be given the same stalus as Adam, bul the latter wanled Lo assert his supericrity and lorce his will upen her. Thereupon Lilith ran away
from Paradise, and although scveral archangels tricd te persuade her to return to Adam, she flatly refused. She felt misunderstood and humiliated and
prelerred (o be banned (o a barren region somewhere at the Red Sea.

There, together with Samael, the archangel of death and master of the fallen angels, she indulged in debanchery and day after day she gave hirth to
countless demonic creaturcs. As a punishmenl [or her disobedience and her excesses, God decided that cach day she would losce a hundred children of
the numerous offspring she begot. And this, too. Lilith found unfair. Her flight far away from Adam had been her the enly possible way out. For she
didn’t wanl o make compromises.

In the meantime, God made a new partner for Adam, from a rib he took from his body: Eva. Eva was everything that Lilith refused to be. She was
submissive and subscrvient, sweet and sofl and lecling closely united with her husband. Eva was the archelype ol the motherly, nurluring cnergy,
created in order to give birth to children.

The continuation of the story 1s well-known, except for the fact that, according to the variant in the Book of Splendour, Lilith is the snake, Disguised as
a snake, she succeeded in convineing her rival that God’s ban on eating [rom the Tree ol Knewledge was unjust. Who could possibly disagree?

The (3de to Lilith has been inspired by this ancient story. T like women who are vehemently opposed to injustice and who stand for their cause. A short
planc picee, wrillen some vears carlier and entitled Zifirh, [unctioned as a starling point [or this picee, which was wrilten al the request of saxophonist
Ties Mellema. As a starting point for the structure T chose Camille Saint-Saéns’ Infroduction el Rondo Capricciose, a beautiful example of a coneise
concert picce.

So far. T wrote four versions of this ©de: one for alto saxophene and piano. one for alto saxophone and fanfare orchestra. one tor viela and piano, and.
meeting a request by conductor Maurice Hamers, one for alto saxephone and standard wind orchestea.

Alexander Cemilas, 14 July, 20006
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