SHANGHAI SWORD DANCE

for female dancer and wind band

Hardy MERTENS

Wind Band

SHANGHAI SWORD DANCE

The sword (Jian)

Captivating through the Elements of Nature (Wu Xing)

Fire (Huo), Water (Shui), Earth (Tu), Wood (Mu) and Metal (Jin)
Synchronizing the Heavenly Souls

Versed with fiery fervor

Conveying the rhythms of impulsive energy
Conquering demons and darkness

Fueled with internal flames

(Huo: the pounding fist searching for the sword)

Flowing through strings of life
In harmony with body and spirit
Expressing human divinities

Across the spontaneous human minds
(Shui: the drilling fist holding the sword)

Submerging into the intricate world
Echoing in peace and tranquility
Grounding with perseverance and pride

Through metamorphosis of changes
(Tu: the crossing fist learning the ways of the sword)

Processing over time into the future

Powered with cycles of renewal and rebirth
Animating human natures

Standing firmly with dignity

(Mu: the crushing fist bringing the sword to war)

Vibrant, vigorous and heroic

Pervading the heart and soul

Dazzlingly dancing with artistry and skills
Mysteriously reflecting the spirit of the SWORD
(Jin: the splitting fist using the victorious sword)
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SHANGHAI SWORD DANCE

for female dancer and wind band
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Commissioned by the "Philips Symfonisch Blaasorkest” from Eindhoven (NL) for their 100th anniversary in 2011,

SHANGHAI SWORD DANCE

Duration: 9:00
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