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Apococalypse
Derek Bourgeois Opus 187

I wanted to write a piece for Brass Band in the vein of some of my earlier band pieces such
as Blitz, The Downfall of Lucifer and the Second Concerto. I wanted to find out if I could
still recapture that heady mixture of unease and uncontrolled excitement which dominated
much of my music written in the 1970s.

It was a ume of great musical uncertainty, and although I was temperamentally incapable
of following down the path of the avant garde of the day (Stockhausen, Boulez, Birtwistle
et al) I nevertheless pushed my own style to its own limits of aggression and violence.

Although when I wrote Blitz I had no title in mind, and that piece had several titles before
“Blitz” rose to the surface, this time the title “Apocalypse” was my starting point.. The
word “Apocalypse” refers to the last chapter of the biblical revelations of St John the
Divine in which disaster and the end of the world are prophesied.

Apocalypse has no specific programme and like Blitz it consists of several sections that
vary considerably in pace and mood, but [ started out with words in mind such as
destruction, pain, domination, warfare, attack, combat, hostility, offence, strife and
struggle. I wanted these sentiments to be conveyed to the listener not only by the nature
of the musical language, but also by the struggle of players trying to negotiate through the
minefield of rhythmic and technical traps with which the piece abounds.

After an opening battering, which recurs several times throughout the piece in varying
rhythmic guises, we hear a clearly defined theme which is the main constructional
material that holds the entire piece together; a sort of motto theme. The next section 1s
slow and consists of music which represents the sleazier side of human nature. There are
distant jazz elements at work here and although the time signature varies very little, the
internal rhythmic complexities are immense with several simultaneous and contradictory
rhythmic pulses barely coexisting. All this finally leads into a demonic scherzo which 1s 1n
reality no joke at all. The motto theme soon interrupts and dominates. After a cataclysmic
climax the next slow section starts with a series of complex cadenzas. These lead to a new
sad and lugubrious melody first heard on the trombone and then passed to the full
ensemble. As all this fades we are left with the motto theme played very slowly
accompanied only by an E flat Bell, an instrument and pitch which I have always
associated with funerals. A long slow glissando in the three trombones leads to a new
section in which all the pent up fury is unleashed. Once again the motto theme
predominates and hijacks the rest of the material.

Just as we can bear no more of the ever increasing vortex of violent music there is a sudden
and unexpected break in the clouds, and we glimpse momentarily a shaft of calm sunlight.
The melody is the same as the trombone theme heard in the second slow section, but the
music inhabits a different planet with calm C major harmonies. All too swiftly the
apocalypse interrupts, plunging us headlong into the final abyss.
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Sop. Cnt.

Solo Cnt.

Rep. Cnt,

2nd Cnt.

3rd Cnt.

1st Flisgs,

2nd Flug.

Sole Hn.

Lst Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

Ist Thn.

2nd Thn

B. Tbn.

Lst Euph,

2nd Euph.

Es Bass

B> Bass

Timp.

Mallets

Perc.
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* Tt is imperative that the three trombones keep the major trinds as in tune as possible throughout the long slow glissande.
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It would be preferable if the glissande could be achieved witheut intermediate breaths, but if these are necessary they should be taken during the sff quavers in the rest
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