CANTE JONDO

Choreographic fragments for fanfare band by Hardy MERTENS adapted for wind band by José SCHYNS

Mea Culpa written in 1991 is a confession begging pardon from deceived and neglected
friends.

The Eighteen Levels Of Hell written in 1992 is a call to humanity to stop destroying the
Earth.

Cante Jondo written in 1998 can be considered as the finale of this trilogy. The fear of
repetition of what was at the beginning of Mea Culpa and of the aggravation of what was at
the beginning of The Eighteen Levels Of Hell was the conception. No solutions have been
found.

Cante Jondo is a lively song for somebody who whistles in the dark.

Andalousian gipsies put me on these tracks. Their flamenco is blues impregnated with fear
and grief, but not without hope and power. It's an explosion of melancholy, but always a
homage to life. It's a recognisable temperament. It's music and dance in the most direct sense
of the word.

The flamenco setting can be found in the instrumentation. Trumpets, trombones, basses and
drumming on the guitar soundboard imitate the guitar. Woodwinds (saxophones for fanfare),
horns and euphoniums imitate the singer. Hands clapping and fingers slapping are typical
choreographic elements. After this, impressions from a gipsy fiesta are mixed with text
excerpts from a popular Mary hymn Viva la Virgen del Rocio. At the end the cello {wind
band) or the English homn (fanfare) is weeping. It reaches out to the Holy Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God. It echoes the flamenco "deep song” blues : Cante Jondo.

*The number of percussion players is optional. For each part a small group is possible.
*The mutes of the frumpets, trombones and basses have to be homogeneous in sound.
*The hand claps part has to be played by two different players/groups (lower and upper
notes).

The hymn to Mary:

El campo quedo en silencio (The country stays silent)

La gente quicta estaban (The people remain in peace)

Porque rezaban el angelus Because they were praying to the angel)
A eso de media manana (During mid morning)

Viva la Virgen del Rocio (Long live the Virgin from Rocio)

Viva la Madre de Dios (Long live the Mother of God)

Many thanks to Paco and his friends for touching the sensible string.
Many thanks to Pauline and Loek for opening all the doors.
Dedicated to Caro. Through her eyes, I read the trilogy.

Hardy MERTENS
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