Ruthenian Rhapsody #1

“Pesnya Devushki”

J.M. Suykerbuyk
opus 10

The Ruthenian Rhapsody #1 is based on themes of the traditional folksinging culture of the
Ruthenians, who are rooted in the Ukraine, U.S.S.R.. These themes are freely set into a rhapsodic
form (roughly ABCBCAB), with the use of a constantly varying harmonic structure, which
primarily derives from the polyphonic setting of single motives in a free and often changing
combination. Predominant, however, should throughout be the dancelike charactere of each
separate movement.

The subtitle, Pesnya Devushki ’ , is given as to depict the overall mood of the compo-
sition, but has no programmatic intentions of any kind.

J.M.S.

dedicated to OKsana Omelianchik

' Pesnya Devushki = Russian for: ‘Song of a young maiden’.
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