Préface

« VOICE OF MIND » is the title that Hardy Mertens gave to his First
Symphony.

This means that the composer has gathered all his valuable musical
experiences to create a sort of Composers Monologue.

Perhaps this applies to all music of all composers. At any rate it is honest
and very « self showing ».

One could say that the Voice of Personal Musical Conscience is telling a
story.

The first movement consists of an Introduction and a Meditation. Among
both many differences are shown. The meditation is built round about the
« Woman angel » theme ; a true love poem.

The second movement is a Caccia, a musical hunting scene. The brass
are responsible for the fiercefull and rythmical character of this music.

The third movement is a Requiem. The orchestra is completed with two
singing voices, concentrating on free word combinations {rom the
famous Introitus of the Missa pro Defunctis. It is the atmosphere that
makes this music an elegy, not a direct personal relation.

The fourth movement is a Pallavi. Within the ancient Indian music it is
the first presentation of the main theme in a Kirtana. But Pallavi can also
mean a short and rythmical composition. Here a woodwind quartet arises
from the orchestra to play the solo parts.

The fifth movement is called Rondo Skolion, a drinking song with a
steady chorus. The atmosphere shows fun and a little bit of decadence. It
refers to entertaining music.

I INTRODUCTION AND MEDITATION page 1
duration : 11 minutes

II CACCIA page 28
duration : 9 minutes

III REQUIEM page 58
duration : 12 minutes

IV PALLAVI page 79
duration : 8 minutes

V RONDO SKOLION page 116
duration : 10 minutes



SYMPHONY N°1
«VOICE OF MIND»

Total Time : 48°30” Wind Band

Time: 11 1. INTRODUCTION AND MEDITATION Hardy MERTENS
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